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The Na tional Har monica League

w elcomes y ou to

Har monica 2011
We would like to welcome members of the NHL and other visitors to our
feast of harmonica events here at the Folk House. We have a lot to offer
and there should be something for everybody. The Festival has grown in
popularity since we brought it to Bristol in 2001 and it has become a
regular part of the harmonica year for many people.

The friendly staff at the Folk House are a big reason for the festival’s
success.It is a unique and very worthwhile charitable organisation,which
deserves the full support of the local community, so make sure you let
them know how much you appreciate what they are doing to make your
weekend a happy one.

Please take the time to thank the volunteers who have worked hard to
make all this happen,particularly Ben Hewlett, Phil Leiwy, Barbara Tate and
David Hambley. We need more volunteers to cover breaks and help with
the membership enquiries etc., if you think you can help in any way,contact
the NHL stand,or any of the organisers.

I hope you enjoy the weekend and are inspired to learn more about music
through playing and listening to the harmonica.If you have not yet joined
the NHL,contact the members on the NHL stand and they will tell you
what we do and the special discounts available if you join at the festival.

All material in this programme is copyright.Copying by any means without permission is illegal.The information presented is
accurate at time of going to press,but alterations may be needed if circumstances change.

Dr Roger Trobridge
Chairman,National Harmonica League

Registered Charity (England & Wales) No 1131484

Ho w to join the NHL
The National Harmonica League (Registered Charity (England and Wales
No.1131484)) is Britain’s only national harmonica organisation.Most of our
members live in Britain,but we do have some from Europe and around the
world. The majority are players,ranging in ability from complete beginners
to professionals.Some also teach and write tuition books about the
harmonica.Membership is open to all levels of ability from beginner to
expert.

The benefits of membership include:
• Harmonica World, our magazine (six issues per year)
• Festivals,competitions and special workshop days
• Access to fellow enthusiasts,teachers etc...
• Information about players,tuition and music
• Free personal adverts in the magazine
• Discounts for NHL events and from supporting suppliers
• Help with finding a teacher

The annual subscription for UK members is £20.You can pay by PayPal
directly through the membership page on the web site. Ask at the
membership desk and find out how to join the NHL today.

Join now for 2012 (£20) and get free NHL membership for the rest of this
year. You can also claim the members discount on your Festival tickets.

We have a web site - www.harmonica.co.uk - which has information about
events and festivals as well as up to date news from the harmonica world.
Pages in the web site give information about the magazine, harmonica
events,jam sessions and local authority courses,plus links to the web sites
of NHL members,many harmonica resources and the tour pages for most
of the UK based harmonica led bands.

Please let us know about anything we have missed or could improve on.

Contact us at the following:
nhl@harmonica.co.uk,
01628 604069
www.harmonica.co.uk

We also run an email mailing list where information on local events and
news can be quickly shared. To join the NHLNet mailing list send an empty
email to: nhlnet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
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The NHL Contest
Test your mettle and improve your playing by taking part in our annual
contest in one of the categories to become Harmonica Player of the Year.
Why do it?

It is a wonderful opportunity to play to an audience, and face all the rigours
and marvels that come with live performance.There’s no feeling like it! It’s
also a great buzz if you win or are placed.Please note that registration for
the adult and youth contest (under 18yrs) is at 9.30am on Saturday.
All competitors must register immediately on arrival.

The championship is held annually and it has sections covering:
• Solo Chromatic
• Solo Jazz
• Solo Diatonic Blues/Rock
• Solo Diatonic Melodic
• Duo
• Trio
• Group
• Band

These classes are competed for in the following age groups:adults (18
years and over) and youth (under 18).This now includes the children’s
competition held in previous years.

Judging is carried out by an adjudicator from The Federation of Festivals.
They are trained to judge musical performance by any instrument or voice
in music festivals.We are fortunate to have as adjudicator, David Beer. He
has wide experience of young musicians and modern musical stage shows.

The running order will be posted around the Folk House. The timings are
approximate and may change depending on the number of late entries and
the duration of the performances.Once the maximum number of entries
has been received,the contest will be closed.

If you are competing,make sure you look at the latest contest time-table
and always be available before you think you will be called.Please keep
checking back.

The results will be decided as soon as the contest is over and prizes will be
presented at about 5pm,or soon after.



These details are correct as we go to press.Please check the timings posted
around the Folk house for any changes we have had to make on the day.

Concer t Room
All contestants must register at the contest desk outside the hall on arrival. The
contest starts at 10am with the chromatic section.There is a break for lunch from
1pm - 2pm,when the auction is held in the main hall.Please check the official
timings on the boards outside the hall as they will change as the contest
progresses.Prize giving will take place after the contest ends,at about 5pm.

Music Room
10am:Contest Warm-up
11am:Jamie Dolan - Playing Chromatic – Getting the basics right
12pm:Viola Barends - Bass/Chords
1pm:Contest Warm-up
2pm:Ben Hewlett - Sonny Boy Williamson 11
3pm:Tommy Allen & Johnny Hewitt - Meet the artists 
4pm:Rory McLeod - Meet the artist

Ar t Room - Sutherland (Hohner), Suzuki, and Slim's Custom Cases 

Room 2/3
10am:Contest Warm-up
11am:Will Greener - Beginners diatonic
12pm:Lee Sankey - Tongue Blocking
1pm:Contest Warm-up
2pm:Rick Epping - Meet the artist - Irish harmonica 
3pm:PT Gazell - Meet the artist - Half Valved Diatonics 
4pm:Philip Achille - The 3Ps - performance, preparation & practice

Room 4 - Seydel and Bar r y Dunnage’s Harmonica Museum

Room 5
10am:Contest Warm-up
11am - 1pm:TBC

Check on the day.Repair and maintenance workshops will be run.
Harmonica videos will also be shown when the room is free.

1pm:Contest Warm-up
2pm - 5pm:TBC

Check on the day.Repair and maintenance workshops will be run.
Harmonica videos will also be shown when the room is free.

Colour ed stripes r efer to floor plan of The Folk House (see pa ge 14)
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Fr ida y 28th October 2011
The NHL A GM 8-8:30 Music Room

The NHL AGM will be a (hopefully) brief formal meeting followed by a
chance to meet your committee and talk to the Chairman immediately
afterwards.Please try to attend.

Committee members
Chairman- Roger Trobridge
Secretary and Membership Secretary - David Hambley
Treasurer - Phil Leiwy
Internet & Media- Barbara Tate
Magazine & Web Site- Roger Trobridge
Bristol Festival- Ben Hewlett
US Memberships- Pat Missin

Agenda 
- Minutes of the 2009 AGM
- Matters Arising
- Reports from the Chairman,Treasurer, Membership Secretary,Magazine

Editor and Secretary
- Election of Committee
No motions have been proposed.

After the formal AGM,there is a jam session in the main hall of the Folk
House run by Ben Hewlett and the house band.

There is also an opportunity for chromatic players to perform in an
informal setting.A number of backing tracks for standard pieces will be
available.

Meet and greet is a great time here on Friday night at the Folk House.
There will be a chance to exchange ideas and meet like-minded
harmonicaphiles.

The bar is open and you can find your bearings,help get the rooms
arranged and stock moved into the shops located in Harper’s Bazaar.
If the weather is mild,you can sit out in the Oasis and play in the open air.
The jam and open mic sessions are good fun and anyone can join in.

Sa tur da y 29th October 2011
Contests, W or kshops & Acti vities



Ev ening Gala Concer t

Doors Open 7:30pm

Guests

Ger r y Ezar d 

PT Gaz ell

Rick Epping

Philip Achille

Inter val

Guests

Ben He wlett

Johnn y He witt & Tomm y Allen

Ror y McLeod

Finish

Musician - Chris Collis, piano .
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Sa tur da y 29th October 2011
NHL Contest

The youth categories follow at the end of each adult section.

This is just a guide.These start times will always vary either way due
to late entries etc, so please keep an eye on the notice boards
outside the main hall,where the latest timetable will be displayed.

10:00 Class 1 - Solo Chromatic

11:00 Class 1c - Solo Jazz

12:00 Class 2 - Duos
Class 3 - Trios
Class 5 - Bands

1:00 Lunch Break / Auction in the main hall

2:00 Class 1a - Solo Diatonic Blues/Rock

3:00 Class 1b - Solo Diatonic Melodic

5:00 approx. Award Ceremony

The awards ceremony will take place as soon
as the competition is over and the paper work
is completed.

W or kshops

Up to date workshop schedules are posted in the main foyer, the
Cafe and the main notice board outside the rooms upstairs.

The rooms will also be labelled with the current workshop going
on in that room.

Please check for any additions or changes.

7:45pm

11:00pm

The concert programme may be subject to change on the night.
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Sunda y 30st October 2011
Contests, W or kshops & Acti vities

H2011 - Ar tists
Ror y McLeod

has sung,danced and played his way
around the world with his unique
blend of personal songs,stories and
musical performances on harmonica,
guitar and a collection of percussion
instruments - a travelling troubadour
with an infectious, harmonica style.

He was born and grew up in London
and was introduced to the harmonica
by his father. His love and knowledge
of early harmonica players like Noah
Lewis and Gus Cannon's Jug Band,Sonny Terr y and Sonny Boy
Williamson was fuelled by visits to the street markets of South
Harrow and the coffee bars in Soho.

Rory has travelled a lot and the experiences and music he came
into contact with in Morocco, Afghanistan,Africa and Central
America have been the source of much of his large output of self-
written material.

In the mid-70s,Rory was part of a jug band group, Have Mercy,
which started as a group of players in London and then settled
down into a band with three harmonica players which toured for
a while before most of the group settled down in Germany.

Rory tours mainly as a solo artist but more recently he has
performed with his trio, Diego Laverde Rojas:Columbian Harp,
Richard Sadler: Double Bass,and Bob Morgan:Clarinet.

Philip Achille

first played at the NHL festival in Ely
at the age of 10 in 1999.He has been
a regular visitor ever since.

We have followed his development
with his teacher, Jim Hughes,through
successes at the World
Championships to his graduation
from the Royal College of Music in
London this year with chromatic

These are correct as we go to press,but please check the timings posted in
the entrance hall and elsewhere on the day for any changes we may have to
make. Any empty rooms can be used for practice or free play.

Concert Room - The children’s and beginners programme of events starts at 10am
and is expected to end about 12pm.

It will be followed by a concert featuring artists,members and children. Sign up to
play or see Ben Hewlett for more details.

The festival will end around 4pm as we have to be out of the Folk House by
4:30pm.

Music Room

10am:Single flexible workshop session 
11am:Chromatic/Bass/Chord/ exercises and technique. Chromatic Weekend
12pm:Gerry Ezard/Viola Barends/Jamie Dolan .....

Ar t Room - Sutherland (Hohner), Suzuki, and Slim's Custom Cases 

Room 2/3  

10am:Beginners diatonic - Will Greener
11am:Tommy Allen & Johnny Hewitt - Meet the artists
12pm:Rory McLeod - Meet the artists

Room 4 - Seydel Harmonicas and Bar r y Dunnage’s Harmonica Museum

Room 5

10am:TBC - Meeting room,videos,and possible workshops - Check on the day
11am:Check on the day
12pm:Check on the day

Coloured stripes refer to floor plan of The Folk House (see page 14)
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harmonica as his main instrument.Jim was his Professor.

Philip has played with many famous orchestras including the BBC
Proms,Howard Goodall and at the recent St George’s Day
celebration in Trafalgar Square. He plays a wide range of music
from classics to jazz.He has performed at SPAH and at the
Estonia Harmonica Festival in Parna.

Rick Epping

played at H2004 with Brendan
Power and Mick Kinsella but this
time he will appear as a solo
performer. Rick was the Product
Manager for Hohner USA where he
developed the XB40 harmonica.He
moved to Ireland where he now
lives with his family on the West
Coast.He is setting up a recording
studio. He plays with his group the
Unwanted and teaches at the Willie
Clancy Summer School in Miltown
Malbay, Co Clare.

Tomm y Allen & J ohnn y He witt

Tomm y plays guitar and Johnn y plays harmonica.Both play in
their own bands,Smokehouse and The Tommy Allen Band.They
became friends and eventually formed a duo playing their brand of
Chicago Blues,which has become a favourite at Blues Festivals.

PT Gaz ell

has been featured in Harmonica
World columns by Rob Paparozzi
and Brendan Power. We covered his
half-valved diatonic  jazz playing in
June 2009.Check here for
information and examples
www.ptgazell.com and
www.myspace.com/ptgazell 

Ger r y Ezar d

is one of our leading chromatic
players with a love of the great
ballads and film music. A former
member of the Morton Fraser
Harmonica Rascals,he shares his
long experience and knowledge in
workshops.

He is one of the driving forces
behind the Chromatic Weekend
initiative.

Ben He wlett

is one of our leading educators and
performers.Ben has set up a large
organisation for teaching in schools
and he has written many tuition
books including a series on Sonny
Terry. He performs regularly with a
range of small groups and is
increasingly known for his interest in
early free reed instruments from
South East Asia

...as well as...

Lee Sankey, Jon Vaughan,Bertram Becher, Barr y Dunnage, Jamie
Dolan,Mark Potts, Lars Seifert (Seydel),Steve Proctor (Sutherland
Trading),Richard Weiss (Hohner),Howard Johnson (Suzuki)...

Thanks to all our artists, workshop presenters and participants,
for making this weekend into a great festival of harmonica playing.
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While in Bristol , you should not miss ...

The Habour Side ar ea - it is crammed with eateries,coffee shops,ships
and the waterfront.

“@ Bristol” is on the docks - cutting edge interactive exhibitions,IMAX
Cinema and fountains to soak the kids.

The Lor d Mayor’s Chapel, opposite the Cathedral,was built in 1220 and
is well worth a visit.

The Georgian House is also free and worth a look.It is an exquisite
example of a 1790 town house owned by a sugar/slave trader, 7 Great
George Street,almost opposite the Folk House.

The Clifton Suspension Bridg e has incredible views of Bristol,Nor th
Somerset and the Avon Gorge.Taking a car is probably a good idea.

Thanks to all the volunteers and firms who have supported the festival.
Please support the artists who have given their time this weekend by
attending their gigs and buying their CDs.If you are looking for harmonica
equipment,books,CDs,etc. you should visit the stalls which have been set
up in the Art Room,upstairs in the Folk House.



Call: 01454 881089 or visit www.harpscoolfranchise.co.uk


